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imagine that Mr, Keuuy or 
allies seeks to emulaté the fame of any mem- 
ber of that notorious ‘quartét.. It has, been 
assumed that some exemplary examples of 
still recent date had put an end to the rough- 
and-ready way of auditing claims against 
the City. But. the majority of the Board of’ 
Apportionment seem to’ think that an. ex- 
travagant claim can be made a just 
one by the simple process of cutting it down 
one-half, and their system suggests the neces- 
sity of 4 new exposition of the judicial mean- 
ing attached ‘to the verb ‘‘ audit.’’" On the 
whole, the proceedings of thé Board of Ap- 
portionment, as elsewhere. reported, are not 
reassuring reading for the tax-payers whose 
money is so lightly tossed about by Messrs. 
Kewiy, Morris, and WHEELer. 
—_—_—_ 
THE *“‘ CHANGE” IN THE CIVIL SER- 
VICE#. 

The principal feature of the ‘change ’’ 
which, according to Senator Davin Davisand 
other Democratic authorities; the people 
‘want ’’ so badly, isa replacement of Repub- 
lican officials by Democrats throughout ‘the 
Union. It is not easy for the average ob-' 
server to realize how. great and far-reaching 
would be a revolution of this kind. Yet a 
little reflection as to.the extent of .the Fed- 
eral service, the natore of the functions 
which it has to perform, the principle by 
which the Democratic Party would be 
guided in dealing with it, ‘and the character 
of ‘the men ‘who would have the strongest 
claim to appointménts from’ that party, will 
aid impartial voters ‘to understand pretty 
fully what it is that is proposed in this regard. 

For the most part the work of the Federal 
service touches the daily life of our people 
at few points and lightly. Our taxes from 
imports are indirect, and the burden they 
impose is not distinctly. felt; while the 
officers engaged in gathering them come in 
contact with a comparatively. small number 
of persons. The same is true of the 
Internal Reventie Service,’ and still. more 
of ‘the departments at. Washington, 
especially the ‘Treasury and the .'In- 
terior. Departments, The . work is. not 
the less important, nor the less demands ex- 
perience, capacity, and integrity. Vast 
sums of money pass. through the hands of 
the Federal appointees; and every dollar 
which is lost or misappropriated must be 
made up from taxation, This taxation, 
however indirect, comes from the current 
earnings of the people, and is so much to be 
deducted from the fund available for the 
wants of the people or. for the prosecution 
of business. It is/therefore, the distinct in- 
terest of every .citizen; ‘whether he pays 
taxes in person and consciously or whether 
they are added to the cost of living, that the 
moneys coming from. taxation shall be 
honestly and carefully handled. There is 
no dispute that this is now the case toa 
greater extent, ‘relative to. the volume and 
variety of Government work done, than 
ever before, . . 

In the single remaining important depart- 
ment of the domestic service of .the Govern- 
ment, the Post Office, the value and difficulty 
of the work performed are only partly ‘un- 
derstood, though more apparent than in the 
others, The amount of mail matter distrib- 
uted daily, and almost hourly, throughout 
the country represents a variety of personal, 


social, and. commercial. interests which 


cannot be. calculated) The progress 
which has been made in the efficiency of the 
service has been very great; but it has been 
grédual, and has, mioreover, been 80 largely 
in the machinery which the general public 
knows only by its results, that it has not been 
appreciated. But, were this machinery to be 
tience, and system which now contribute. to 


ay esti cmeiiitie, to de aia 
‘the public would soon perceive ‘the differ- 
home in the country, the mischief would be 


a 


“shop, office, and 


to give the “‘ spoils ’”’ to the ** victors,”? 1 
uttetly unprotected by any system of impartial 
selection, such as is now in operation in 
‘We are confident that any one who would 
take the pains to make himself acquainted 
with the system actually in use, and with 
the methods by which ‘a general distribu- 
tion of rewatds to Democratic politicians 
‘would be followed in this City, would hesi- 
tate'a long time before voting for sucha 
change. And what would take place here 
would occur in greater or less degree in 
every part of the’country. 
RN 
OUR COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. 
Secretary Evarrs’s recently published 
letter on the commercial relations of the 
United States, embodying the results of 
consular reports, contains a vast mass of 
statistics and general information concern- 
ing the trade of all the countries of the 
world and the share init of each nation, 
together with comments more or less perti- 
nent and some of the suggestions made by 
the Consuls. While the information is yal- 
uable, the comments and suggestions. are 
generally . quite. otherwise. There is 
an evident lack of ‘system in the 
reports, and. while the figures present. 
ing totals may be reasonably. accurate, 
there is little indication of. the means by 
which they have been reached, and the con- 
sular remarks exhibit a lack of comprehen- 
sion of the principles and conditions of suc- 
cessful trade, which is the’ most striking 
thing about them. The Secretary sete out 
with some reference to the tariff systems of 
Europe, and puts England down as the only 
free-trade country, remarking that it will 
appear from consular reports that “* there-is 
& growing feeling in favor of protection even 
in England.’’ This latter statement is based 
chiefly on the report ‘of Mr. Sxaw, Consul at 
Manchester, from. whom we have heard 
something beforefon the same subject. 
His report was’ evidently written about 
& year ago, ‘when the stress of busi- 
ness, depression , in England was evolv- 
ing the usual variety of absurd suggestions 
in regard to the cause and cure of the exist- 
ing state of things, Since then the ‘ feeling 
in favor of protection ’’ has certainly ceased 
to grow, if it has not disappeared altogether. 
That there. is no eyent more improbable 
than a return to a protective policy in Eng- 
land is amply shown by the statistics of the 
trade which has been built up under her sys- 
tem of freedom. Mr. Evans, in somewhat 
vague and guarded terms, utters a warning 
against dealing too harshly with our incon- 
gruous and cumbrous: tariff, as if this 
were the bulwark of such commerce as we 
have .and' the best encouragement for its 
growth. He also makes some casual re- 
marks about our lack of shipping, and says 
that while we trust to foreign ships to carry 
our products; and to foreign ‘agents to in- 
troduce them into the markets of the ‘world, 
‘* our best efforts can only result in compara- 
tive success,”’ But while he makes many 


pages of commentof no practical signifi- 
cance, he has no suggestions to make as to 
the actual relations of the tariff to our trade, 
or*the means to be employed to obtain ships 
in which to carry our products, 

These two matters lie at the bottom of the 
whole subject of our commercial relations, 
and yet neither the Secretary of State nor 
any-of the Consuls from whose reports he 
makes quotations appear to have any com- 
prehension of their bearing. The statistics 
show that England, with her mistaken policy 
of free trade, has made her way into every 
market where goods are "bought or. sold, 
many of which, indeed, she has herself es- 
tablished, and that in all of them she has 
the lion’s share of trade. Moreover, a good 
deal of the traffic credited to other countries 
is carried on in her vessels. This, together 
with the fact that she is the richest and most 
powerful nation on the globe, asa result of 
her commerce, is a sufficient commentary, on 
the ruinous character of her policy as to 
tariffs'and ships: In most cases, and in the 
general summing up, the United States holds 
an inferior place in foreign commerce, being 
excelled by France and completely distanced 
by Great Brita.’ Through the con- 
sular. reports. there rans 8 constant 
strain of regret .at the position . of 
American trade, which is continually echoed 
by the Secretary. In a great majority of 
cases it is declared that the opportunity ex- 
ists, Our products are wanted, there is a 
disposition to trade with us, but somehow 


‘purpose, have such restricted commercial 


relations ‘with the United States and such. 


extended ones with Great Britain ? Because 
they are not anxious to trade exclusively for 
our profit, They do not want to send 
money to pay for our products when they 
have products of their own to dispose of. 
They want a reciprocal market and a trade 
of mutual profit and | adyantage, and 

it 


derly, is 8 barrier against importations, and 
consequently a check upon exportations. 
Checking importation and exportation is a 


‘poor way to build up foreign trade, ~For- 


tunately, our natural resources are great, 
and our internal trade. unrestricted, and we 
grow rich. within our own boundaries and 
by such commerce'as forces itself over the 
barriers, but when we come to talk about 
foreign commercial: relations, and the de- 
sirability of building up trade with other 
parts of the world, we must recognize the 
conditions under which alone such trade 
can flourish. 
i ceemmeneemnnmmenenel 

THH SITUATION AT KANDAHAR. 

- Notwithstanding the confident tone of the 
dispatches from India, it. cannot be. denied 
that a good deal of anxiety is felt for the 
safety of Gen. Prorkosm and his little gar- 
rison of 2,700 men, shut up in the citadel at 
Kandahar, and threatened with a siege by 
the vastly superior force of Ayoos Khan. 
It is true that the hopeful aspects of the 
situation predominate, for the citadel is 
strong, and the investing army of Afghans, 
though numerous and’brave, is by no means 
so formidable against a fortified position as 
‘would be a European force of half the size, 
commanded by officers skilled in siege oper- 
atidns and well supplied with heavy artil- 
lery.. Ayoos Khan has about 12,000 men 
and 87 field-pieces. . At latest accounts. he 
‘was engaged in throwing up earthworks 
near the citadel, and had. already got. some 
of his guns in position, though they 
were said to be too far off to 
do any damage.: His weak point 
is the lack of heavy guns. The citadel, ‘sit- 
uated on the north side of the city, just 
within the walls, is built In the form of a 
square, the sides being about 800 feet long. 
Its outer defense is a mud wall, 20 feet high 
and 16 feet thick, flanked by heavy bastions 
on each side, which afford all needful facili- 
ties for, repelling scaling parties. . With- 
in, the citadel is built. up in squares, 
or . court- yards, outlined by mud 
walls of considerable strength. © Gen. 
Promosr’s. force. of 2,700 men is 
too small to garrison the place properly, and 
he has only 10 guns. His tactics must be 
entirely defensive. If the citadel is as strong 
as its description would indicate, and as it is 
actually reported to be, there is not. much 
reason to fear its successful assault and cap- 
ture by the Herat chief, Gen, Paorosn’s 
greatest danger lies in the possible delay in 
the arrival of reinforcements. 

The relief of Kandahar is to be attempted 
from the Quettah district by Gen. Paayre, 
and from Kabul by Gen. Roserts. Gen. 

PHAXYRE was to have set out on the 20th of 
August, but it is now announced that, owing 
to a lack of transportation facilities, his 
march will be delayed 10 days or. more. 
He now commands and will lead to Kanda- 
har a force of 8,000 men.- He has a dan- 
gerous and difficult march before him. Be- 
tween Quettah and Kandahar there area 
dozen points where an advancing army can 
be easily held in check by a much smaller 
force. Gen. PHAYRn’s column must march 
through narrow mountain passes and rocky 
defiles, where a band of hill tribeamen might 
easily dispute their passage and delay their 
progressfor days. They must traverse a bar- 
ren, waste 40 miles in extent, where hardly a 
living thing grows, and the Khusab Plain, a 
low, level stretch of land, not more than 20 
miles from Kandahar, so situated that it can 
be easily inundated and «made impasse 
able. This. plain was inundated in 
1879, delaying . the. march 


“the trade does not ‘‘go’’ with the vigor that | 


is desired. It is constantly suggested that 
our merchants should have trading estab- 
lishments and agents abroad for the purpo: 


our own, fag to carry our products to the | tah an 


with this 





| thtown in his way by Axoos or the local 


Meanwhile Gen. Roserts, with 10,000 
men, is marching toward Kandahar from 
Kabul. ‘He Bet out'on. Ang. 8, The dis- 
tance is 200, miles; but his march will be a 
slow one, His “army must undergo the 
terrible heat of the passes, and will suffer 

; had 


he ought to. reach Kandahar early in. Sep- 
tember, unless. he is met on 
way by Ayoos Khan’s army. It is 
not safe to count on Axoon’s force as con- 
sisting of only 12,000 men. He‘has doubt- 
Jess received large reinforcements since he 
defeated Gen. Burrows, and, with 25,000 
or 80,000 men, he. might attack Gen. Roz- 
ERTSs’s force with some hope of : repeating 


the victory of Kushk-i-Nakhud. It will be 


seen, therefore, that the situation at Kanda- 
har is still critical. Should Gen. Puaynu be 
kept back till the 1st of October, and Gen. 
Roserts be checked in his march or de- 
feated, the garrison is doomed to destruction. 
SS 
,THH CANOH CONVENTION. 

The recent Canoe Convention at Lake 
George more than fulfilled the expectations 
of those who attended it. The organization 
of the American. Canoe Association, which 
was the first business of the convention, was 
carried out without a dissenting voice, and 
has brought into close and fraternal relations 
all the’ canoeists of the United States and 
Canada. The races, of which there was a 
long and admirably varied list, lasted during 
four successive days, and were thoroughly 
enjoyable affairs, Between thirty and forty 
canoes were present—a much larger number 
than. has: ever shared in. the races of the 
Royal Canoe Club—and the enthusiasm of 
the canoeists may be judged by the fact that 
nine self-sacrificing men were found who 
‘were.willing to enter a race. the terms of 
which required that ata given signal they 
should capsize their canoes in deep waters 
and climb into them again as best they might. 

‘Next to the. organizing of the Anierican 
Canoe Association, the most valuable feature 
of. the convention was the opportunity 
which it afforded for the comparison. of the 
different models of canoes, There: were 
present. wooden canoes, canvas canoes, 
paper canoes, and tin canoes; canoes 
clincher-built and canoes smooth-built; 
canoes held together with rivets, and canoes 
made of successive layers of thin veneers 
cemented together. There were also speci- 
mens of all the different models, such as the 
“Shadow,” the ‘‘ Nautilus,” the ‘Rice 
Lake,’’ and the ‘‘Rob Roy” types. ‘The 
races tested in a very satisfactory way the 
merits of the different canoes, and there was 
probably not a canoeist on the lake who did 
not learn something néw in regard to model, 
material, and rig. 

There will always be a wide difference of 
opinion among canoeists as to which is abso- 
lutely the best type of canoe. In poimt of 
fact, it is impossible to build a canoe which 
shall be for all purposes better than any other 
canoe. There must always be two classes of 
canoes—paddling canoes and sailing canoés. 
The paddling canoe is meant to be used 
where sails are not constantly required, and 
where most of the canoeist’s work is to be 
done with the paddle; while the sailing 
canoe is meant for use in waters where the 
canoeist will sail more often than he pad- 
dies. Of course, the paddling canoe can be 
made lighter and smaller than the sailing 
canoé, while” the sailing canoe can carry 
more cargo and afford better sleeping accom- 
modation toher crew. The former is better 
adapted for descending a narrow and shal- 
low river like the Housatonic, and the latter 
is better adapted for cruising on the Hudson. 
We can decide which is the' best model for a 
sailing and which is the best model for a 
paddling canoe, but it is idle to claim that 
any one cance is the best of all candes. 


At the Lake George convention it was gen- 


erally conceded that of the sailing canoes the 
‘« Shadows,’’ built by Evzrson, of Williams- 


burg, and the ‘‘Jersey Blues,” built by 


of the | &™ 


the. . 


which astonished the canoeists of the United 
States, A Canadian, who paddled a Rice 
Lake canoe with a aingle-bladed paddle, beat 
the wielders of double-bladed paddies much 
in the same way as. a-‘ shell.” would beat a 
heavy row-bost.. Hitherto it has been al- 
most universally believed: that, the double- 
bladed. paddle was vastly superior to the sin- 
gle-bladed; but the Canadian’s victory will 
probably result in bringing about a wide 
change of opinion as to this matter. 

At the convention to be held next’ year 
will doubtless be seen very plainly the in- 
fluence of the recent convention.. Many of 
the’ canoeists who went to Lake George 
quite satistled with their own canggs gladly 
sold them or gave them away and went 
home, intending to order new catioes of moré 
approved models. Next August, among the 
‘seventy canoes that will in all probability be 
present at Lake George; there will be a great- 
ly increased proportion of ‘‘ Shadows’ and 
“‘ traveling ¢canoes,’” while the tin, paper, 
and canvas canoes will be very few in 
number, while cedar wood has nothing to 
fear from the competition of the other ma- 
terials sometimes used for the, construction 
of canoes, and all attempts. to supersede «it 
will be useless, at least for, many years to 
come. 


In 1859 the total tonnage entering at Port- 
land from foreign countries was 89,876; in 1800, 
134,805; in 1879, 109,904 In Boston the total for 1859 
‘was 784,167; 1869, 779,971; 1970, ‘1,187,688. In Phila- 
delphia, for 1859, 180,431. tons; 1869, 202,506; 1879, 
1,815,649; In Baltimore, 189,002 for 1859; 225,802 for 
1969, and 1,874,554 for 1879, For New-York the total 
was 1,890,144 tons in 1850, 8,101,601 In 1869, and 6,661,- 
826.in 1979... Thé percentages of increase were 50 
and 18 (the latter decrease) for Portland; 59 and 8 
for Boston; 88 and 954 for Philadelphia; 18 and 510 
for Baltimore; 64 and 115 for New-York. In relative 
inérease Baltimore has thus taken the lead: In ab- 
solute incréase: for the 20 years Portland stands 
20,118 tons; Boston, 401,466; Philadelphia, 1,135,828; 
Baltimore, 1,184,562; and this City, 4,771,682. - The 
absolute increase’ in the tonnage at this port is 
thus about; 75 per cent. greater than at all 
the other four combined, and our tonnage 
for 1879 was about 69 per cent. in excess of 
that at the four others 


1859 to 81,974 in. 1860, but rose to. 238,174 in 1879, 
New-Orleans was 659,083 in 1859, (standing next to 
Boston, and third in place,), dropped: to 
1869, and in 1879 was back about as in 1 
652,789 tons; Galveston was 24,826 in 1859, 26,515 in 
1869, 185,500 in 1879; Mobile had 131,600 in 

210 in 1860, and 50,166 in 1870. San Francisco 


share of the trade of the Atlantic coast, (all north 
of Florida.) As to imports, this is true of this port, 
and as to exports also, although in the proportion 
of the latter there have been some fluctuations. 
The competitive ports have gained on exports 
absolutely and relatively, butat: the cost. of both 
absolute and relative loss.on imports. New-York 


put upon it; bat this fact, while forbidding the fear 
that Broadway will become a cow pasture in our 
time, ought to fix more firmly the determination to 
haye our commercial facilities increased. 


re 


.Some of these days all the world will be talk- 
ing of Lord. SrnatyorD.pm Revctirre’s memoirs. 
He was as fond of his pen as Weiiixeron, and has 


cap. For years Lord } 

| per-Sultan at the Porte, and might fairly have been 
excused for believing himself posseased of imperial 
power, In common with so many eminent men, he 
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equally a mystery to the artisan and the 


acteristic colors are due to the changes in the sur- 
face, the gradual opening of minute) fissures, 
which are produced by this reabsorption. In com: « 
nection with this latest theory may be mentioned — 


temperatures, steel assumes. 
wax-like form, on cooling from which 
tallizes into large crystals if the process: 


* and undisturbed, but into small orystals if the pro- 


ceas is rapid or distutbed by hammering. Such are » 
the leading theories; scarcely one of themt is: not 
sustained by striking analogies, but none of them, 
including the latest, entirely explains this exeeed- 
ingly simple and common but baffling mystery. 
———— i 


SOUTH CAROLINA OENSUS TRICKS. 


Es 
SUSPICIOUS INCREASE IN THE CHARLESTON 
| SUBURBS WHICH ONLY FRAUD CAN EX- 


PLAIN. 
Cuantmsron, 8. C., Aug. 16.—The utter- 
ances of Senator M. C. Butler and Gen. J. D, 
Kennedy, and the publications in the News 
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